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CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES 5 

Our President's Corner. 

Dear Friends and Members: 

You will find later the tentative outline of our program for St. Joseph. 
It is fairly complete with the exception of the sectional meetings. I bespeak 
your help in this matter. Write me freely, and especially promptly, regarding 
the subjects you would like discussed in the round tables, how many sessions 
there should be given to this work, and how many round tables should be sched- 
uled at each session. I am especially anxious to make these meetings virile and 
provocative of thought and discussion. This is one of the best means we have 
of getting acquainted and of discovering the new and vigorous blood which is 
needed to keep our Conference growing. 

Some of you will probably question the wisdom of giving an entire day 
to the Educational Council. It is only after meeting with this body in Chicago 
during the Christmas vacation and being brought closely into contact with the 
numerous problems they are discussing that I am convinced we could not 
adequately take care of their important contributions if we gave them only a 
half day session. 

The Junior High School matter which has been stressed in the making out 
of the program seems to me of vital importance. Music in the seventh and 
eighth grades is becoming optional in the majority of the cities where the Junior 
High School plan is working. This means that the school program makers who 
ordinarily care nothing about any of the arts make it difficult if not impossible for 
children to elect music. We are facing a real crisis on this point and it is 
essential that all of our supervisors realize it. Whether or not you have already 
met the problem of Junior High work you are going to meet it. In the mean- 
time the influence of the Junior High movement in other places is affecting the 
schedules of the seventh and eighth grades all over the country. This of course 
means that all of you are involved. Plans for our discussion in St. Joseph look 
toward rendering real assistance in this vital matter. 

I cannot speak too highly of my pleasure at the prospects for our super- 
visors' concert. The orchestra under the direction of Mr. Will Earhart will 
make its initial bow as a Conference feature, and I feel confident it will have 
influences upon the instrumental work of the entire country, which it is hard 
for us to realize at the present moment. The choral part of the program under 
the direction of Mr. Peter W. Dykema will present a variety in music, ranging 
from a great choral masterpiece to the simple folk song and will introduce effects 
in lighting which should prove suggestive for use by every one of you. 

Now that the program is fairly well shaped up, the officers and myself hope 
to turn our minds very vigorously to the work of the state committees. Naturally 
one of their first tasks will be that of greatly increasing the membership. We 
should at least double what we have had in any previous year. I hope every 
person who reads this article will do his part to help in this worthy cause. Every 
hew members means additional power to our organization. 

The railroad authorities tell me that I can have definite information regard- 
ing rates by February 1st. All this will be duly announced in the March Journal 
which will appear promptly on March ist. In the meantime approach your super- 
intendents and boards of education so that you will surely be with us in St. 
Joseph April 4th to 8th. 

Cordially yours, 

John W. Beattie, President. 

Special wire just received ! Railroads have granted rate of fare 
and a half! Details later. 



